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Annual Meeting 2011 

Deschambault, August 27th 

A glance at the countryside 

While Tropical Storm Irene was battering the east 

coast of the United States and heading towards 

Quebec, we were basking under the hot late 

summer sun in Deschambault. We visited this 

corner of Quebec where many of the structures 

recall a time that is dear to our hearts. Around fifty 

people participated in this event and several used 

this occasion to follow the river upstream and down 

to admire all of the beauty of this region. 

 

A stop at the church, designated as a historic site, 

led us to discover the signed Baillarg® treasures and 

listen to an old organ with a splendid sound quality 

brought forth by the talent of the organist and 

soprano Marie-Andr®e Par® who taught us several 

rudiments of her art form. 

 

As previously announced, Pierre (4) has left his 

administrative duties to indulge in his passion, 

historic research. George E. (93), after fifteen years 

is also leaving his duties as the keeper of the 

genealogical data base. Jean-Ren® (11) will take 

over. Louise (83) was elected as President of the 

Association and will certainly fill this function with 

brilliance as she knows all of the dossiers. In effect, 

she has been a member of the administrative 

council almost without interruption since the 

founding of the Association. We also wish to 

welcome Denise (121), Jeanne-Mance Plourde 

(265) and Raymonde (96) as new members of the 

Administrative Council. 

 

The invited lecturer, Jean-Pierre Chartier, 

geographer, spoke about the art of locating 

ancestral grounds. He is the author of a census of 

the lands in the seigneurie of Champlain. He insists 

that we should not blindly trust what is found in 

books; always consult the original documents. That 

is to say, the acts of concessions or sales of land, 

wills, marriage contracts or donations where one 

can find precious information on the location of 

land and on the lines of titles. To save time and to 

keep motivated, he suggests working in a group and 

(Continuation on page 43) 
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THE FOUNDING OF BATISCAN1 

Robert Frigon (2) 

Ed.: The following is an unpublished work of the 

late Robert Frigon (2). We shall periodically 

publish texts from the pen of this extraordinary 

researcher, in order to keep alive his memory. 

The Seigneurie of Batiscan belonged to the Jesuits. 

They wanted to keep it for the use of the ñnaturalsò. 

They had thought of regrouping the Christian 

ñsauvagesò2 in one organized place where they 

would occupy land and practise agriculture. The 

spot was a good one for this, with the river that 

penetrated the mountains of the north, a sort of 

natural pathway for the fur commerce. Because the 

Indians were not a sedentary people, the idea had to 

be abandoned even though numerous ñsquattersò 

already occupied sites in the deep woods that had 

long ago been deserted.  

The first church in Batiscan.  Drawing by Berthe-Ir¯ne 

Brunelle, taken from Batiscan: G®n®alogies ascendants.  Jean

-Paul Foley. 1984. 

 

The colonists also were familiar with this excellent 

soil so favourable to the growth of good grain, the 

quality of its forest, and the richness of the Batiscan 

River. These environmental conditions were very 

different from those of Cap-de-la-Madeleine with 

its poor soil and the deforestation that its forests 

had undergone for the past thirty years for 

construction purposes. So, it was under strong 

pressure from their other censitaires3 (taxpayers) at 

the Cap that the Jesuits consented to open the 

territory to colonization. 

 

As far back as 1666, the occupants of the Cap 

availed themselves of one or even several grants of 

land at Saint-£loi as well as farther east towards 

the river. The very first one seems to have been 

Fran­ois Duclos who, as early as March 20, 1666, 

succeeded in getting two concessions of land from 

the Jesuit Father  Jacques Fr®min, one at Saint-£loi 

and the other at the ñCoste de Batiscanò. Let us say 

right away that the Ċle-Saint-£loi is now part of the 

mainland and is the site of the ñVieux Presbyt¯re 

de Batiscanò (the Old Batiscan Presbytery). A son 

of Fran­ois Duclos would be called Carignan. The 

Duclos and the Carignans both spread throughout 

the Mauricie Region. 

 

During the entire month of March 1666 and the 

months that followed, Father Jacques Fr®min was 

very busy signing notarized deeds, for the majority 

of Cap settlers obtained grants of land as soon as 

this new territory was opened. (Among these were) 

the brothers Jean Lemoyne and Pierre Lemoyne, 

the brothers Nicolas Rivard and Robert Rivard, 

Jean Cusson, Michel Peltier de La P®rade4 and 

numerous others such as Mathieu Rouillard, 

Nicolas Gatineau-Duplessis, Pierre Guillet, 

Fran­ois Fafard, and Jean Moreau. More than 

thirty concessions were given to colonists that first 

year. We will not name them all. They were the 

pioneers of Batiscan and their posterity is wide-

spread throughout America. 

 

As long ago as the second-half of the 17th century, 

(Continuation on page 44) 

1Note of G®rald Frigon : ç Text of the late Robert Frigon (2) dating from roughly ten years ago, taken from ñLes Glanures XIò,  

printed for limited distribution. His nephew G®rald has always found it captivating and well written and wishes to share it with 

our readers.ò 
2Editorôs note:  ç naturels, sauvages è (naturals, savages); names that the French used at that time to signify the people who lived 

in nature. There was no pejorative connotation. 
3Editorôs note: ç censitaire è : for example, Fran­ois Frigon dit Lespagnol, like all the colonists of New France, was a censitaire, 

that is, he payed an annual tax called ñcensò for occupying the land that had been conceded to him by the seigneurs (lords) of the 

place, namely, the Jesuits, Seigneurs of Batiscan  
4Editorôs note : Michel Peltier de Laprade.     
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A World from the President 

Louise Frigon (83) 

 

 

What a wonderful day we spent at the Annual Gen-

eral Meeting on August 27th in Deschambault! 

More than 45 people came to the meeting and par-

ticipated in the activities of the day held in this pic-

turesque village, situated on Route 138 along the 

Saint Lawrence River. The town is noted for its 

lovely old ancestral homes and its superb view of 

the majestic river. This is a village worth exploring 

for those who have never done so. Many thanks to 

the organizers of the reunion for a job well done 

and a very successful day. 

 

We also wish to express our gratitude to Pierre (4), 

our former president, for his commitment to the 

association. Since the creation of the AFF in 1994, 

he has been at the heart of our history. Our associa-

tion would not be what it is without the generosity 

of this great person, researcher of facts and docu-

ments, and excellent reporter of events. 

 

It is important to me to highlight the work done by 

Georges E. (93) during all these years of research 

on the descendants of our Frigon and Chamois an-

cestors, and for his work with our genealogical da-

tabase. Our friend Georges E. has decided to pass 

on the torch. Our sincere gratitude to you, Georges, 

for your involvement! 

 

It was with pleasure that I accepted the presidency 

of the Association during the General Meeting. I 

have been a member since 1995 and have been on 

the Board of Directors for several years. Congratu-

lations to all those who were also elected. I am con-

vinced that we will be a good team for we all have 

the same objective: to bring our history to life. 

Annual Meeting 2011 

Deschambault, August 27th 

A glance at the countryside 

using the courteous and competent services of the 

personnel at the Library and National Archives of 

Quebec (BAnQ) in Gatineau, Montreal, Quebec, 

Rimouski, Saguenay, Sept-Iles, Sherbrooke and 

Trois-Rivieres. Especially important, is the need to 

coordinate the efforts so as not to duplicate the 

same research! 

 

All in all, it was a welcoming meeting. We gained 

new historic understandings but also had a splendid 

(Continued from page 41) day. A rendez-vous with the first signs of autumn. 

A last summery glance at the countryside before 

the snow covers it with its white coat. 

 

How can we thank Sylvie (27) and everyone who 

contributed to the success of this memorable day? 

Probably by simply telling them how much we 

have enjoyed spending this beautiful day together! 

At the end of 

the reunion, a 

draw was held, 

thanks to 

Odette Frigon's 
(52) gracious 

contribution of 

one of her 

paintings. The 

happy winner 

was Nicole 

Frigon of Ba-

tiscan, the sister of Fran­ois Frigon (130).  

ç  Three presidents,      

G®rald, (1999-2010) 

Pierre,   (2010-2011) 

Louise,  (2011-é) è. 

     G®rald   Louise    Pierre 

Odette Nicole 
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a few hundred people occupied the Maurician 

territory, lodging in cabins that had most likely 

been hastily constructed. However, it was not long 

before they began to build more comfortable 

houses. There was no shortage of good workers. 

Pierre Guillet dit (also known as) Lajeunesse was 

not the least among these. These colonists knew 

and helped one another. This is evident when we 

consult the Catholic records or even more so the 

notarized documents that make numerous mention 

of sponsors in religious ceremonies, or again, the 

signatures of witnesses on notarized acts. Such a 

case is that of Jean Lemoyne, future seigneur of 

Sainte-Marie, who was a witness at the wedding of 

Jean Cusson and Marie Foubert, a union that was 

blessed on September 26, 1656, in the small church 

of Trois-Rivi¯res. 

(Continued from page 42) The fortified town of Trois-Rivi¯res around 1763 as seen by 

an English soldier who pointed out the ñParish Churchò and 

the ñRecollet Friarsò as well as ñLôHospital of Ursulinesò. 
 

Batiscan very quickly became the largest village in 

the entire Mauricie Region, to the detriment of Cap-

de-la-Madeleine, drained of its inhabitants, and 

Trois-Rivi¯res, a fortified and closed town. Though 

its establishment as a canonical entity dates from 

1684, a title that gave the village parish status, the 

missionaries kept the records of Saint-Fran­ois-

Xavier-de-Batiscan at Cap-de-la-Madeleine. Those 

registers covered the period from the beginning (of 

the settlement) to 1673 and were lost. This is 

unfortunate, for they must have contained precious 

information such as the marriage of our ancestor 

Fran­ois Frigon with Marie Chamois5; the place of 

origin of Fran­ois Frigon must certainly have been 

mentioned. 
 

With so many hardy settlers experienced in taking 

over ñdesertedò land6, Batiscan was built at a rapid 

pace, and the village quickly ran out of available 

space. Even the eastern and western banks of the 

Batiscan River had already been given out. Saint-

Genevi¯ve and Saint-Prosper received the children 

of the pioneers and their posterity spread out, 

always widening the limits of cultivable land, and 

civilization, with the axe and clearing-fires. 

5Editorôs note : : Marie-Claude Chamois. 
6Editorôs note: ñD®serter: to clear land that has been abandoned for a long time, full of bushes and thorns, and put it to use from 

now on. Those who wanted to build new homes in America would be given as much land as they could clear.ò Taken from: 

Antoine Fureti¯re,  Dictionnaire universel, Vol 1, published in 1690.  

DID YOU KNOW THATé? 

MY MOTHER IS IN PRISON 

Our cousin Sylvie Frigon 

once again makes the news! 

You can relax; she is not the 

one who is in prison! Sylvie 

recently wrote a youth novel, 

Ariane et son secret, about the 

reality lived by children 

whose mothers are incarcer-

ated.  This sensitive little nov-

el illustrated by Isabelle 

Malenfant was published by £ditions du remue-

m®nage. Sylvie Frigon speaks with the voice of ex-

perience, for she is Director of the Department of 

Criminology at the University of Ottawa. She has 

worked with incarcerated women, and has written a 

number of books on the subject1. 

 

On Monday, May 30, 2011, the Ontario Govern-

ment announced the names of the 20 finalists for 

the 24th Edition of the Literary Prize Trillium, 

which rewards French and English-speaking Ontar-

ian authors. Sylvie won the prize in the childrenôs 

category2. 

Sylvie comes from the line of Pierre Antoine, 

branch of Souleine. 
1http://www.contesdefaits.com/v4/entrevue?id=54  
н
http://www.streetnewsservice.org/news/2011/april/feed -

274/quand -maman -est -en -prison.aspx  

http://www.streetnewsservice.org/news/2011/april/feed-274/quand-maman-est-en-prison.aspx
http://www.streetnewsservice.org/news/2011/april/feed-274/quand-maman-est-en-prison.aspx
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1. Jean-Ren® Frigon, Trois-Rivi¯res 

2. C®cile Brunelle, Trois-Rivi¯res 

3. Marie-Ange Frigon (Bordeleau), Ste-

Genevi¯ve de Batiscan 

4. Odette Frigon, Montr®al 

5. Fran­ois Frigon, Laval 

6.  Nicole Frigon, Batiscan 

7. Raymonde Frigon, Saint-J®r¹me 

8. Lise Frigon-Brouillette, Ste-Genevi-

vi¯ve de Batiscan 

9. Rita Frigon, Laval 

10. Th®r¯se Frigon, Saint-Laurent 

11. Jeannine Vall®e Boivin, Anjou 

12. Julie Ross, Forestville 

13. Marie-Jeanne Frigon-Ross, 

Forestville 

14. Anita Frigon, Montr®al-Nord 

15. Lise Drolet, Laval 

16. Jean-Guy Frigon, Ste-Genevi¯ve de 

Batiscan  

17. Maurice Ouellet, Batiscan 

18. Ghislain Frigon, Grand-M¯re 

19. Denise Melan­on, Grand-M¯re  

20. Denise Frigon, Trois-Rivi¯res 

21. Nicole Guilbault, Qu®bec 

22. Claude Saint-Germain, Montr®al 

23. Georgette Frigon(Cormier), Baie-

Comeau 

24. Louise Frigon, Sainte-Anne-de-la-

P®rade 

25. Sylvie Frigon, Cap-Rouge 

26. Marcel Guillemette, Montr®al-Nord 

27. Guy Naud, Montr®al 

28. Claudette Chevrette-Naud, 

Montr®al  

29. Pierre Frigon, Saint-Hyppolyte 

30. Hermine Trudel, Montr®al 

31. G®rald Frigon, Laval  

32. Suzanne Trudel, Saint-Th¯cle 

33. Murielle Dubois, Laval 

34. Fernand Beaulieu, Qu®bec 

35. Claude Frigon, Laval 

36. Bernard Naud, Laval 

37. Jeanne-Mance Plourde, Laval 

38. L®once Frigon, Laval 

39.   Richard Caron, Gatineau 

40.   Lucie Frigon, Gatineau 

41. Claude Vaillancourt, Sainte-Anne-      

        de-la-P®rade 

Annual Meeting 2011        Deschambault, August 27th  

THOSE WHO WERE PRESENT FOR THE PHOTO  
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