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"lær il be presewed in ,tv annals of thc family os a sacred lreasure- Tltc

time hss anived wlun it is nccessary to perpetuate thcir nangs and lineages'

We aye this to tlæm drs well as to iurselves. Monwrunls of stone mCy cmntble,

bu not tluir lives recorded in history.'

- Parish Histoty of Ss Pacr ard Paul, Kankakcc Couttty,IL, 1919

{Photos from originnl Cbârco&l Drawings: Rita St' Pet€r Rob€rts}

LOUISE FRIGON (rsa5 - 1e33)

The Scventh Gcncration of Frigons in North Amcrica

Marricd Leon Hcbert January 19' 1869
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"Gad, il's hot kxlay,', she conrlllai'ed to lrersell.
Not a shade tree in sight onry a few smail shacks

l-rul the depot' This heat and dust is too mucrr.
Kankakee is long from her notion of paro,rir.. Trri.shot wind is enough to dry up one's patience ana tl
a gut with dust. Nor a famiriar sour ln sigrrt. she bit
her lip, holding back tears.

she wanted a rife of her 
'w'. surery rifè is ,rore

than doing chores day after day un.t tuLing .ur" of
younguns. often she woke in the nigrrt w-orrderirrg
about a constant dream she had. she drearned of
her own small house on main street. she wourd be
setting on the porch watchirrg the young people goby. .

t^ lL t/E Rp,t o 
l)rrane l(oy, OSB

A, she steppecl ofr tlre train a brasr .[ rr.t air
alrnost rippecl ofl her bonnet. lt olrly irrirated hernlore. Fourtlr of August lg56 lt,s got to be thehottest day of the year srre rrr.ugrrt t. trerserf 't'rre
trip was unlrurra'. 'r'wo lriglrts in this Â.gtrsr rreat.
clrr'st alrtl a hard rarrow rrclicrr wrr.y rrirr srre rr;ll,(, r'insist 

'n making trris trip witrr rrcl rw. rrr.rrrcr.s,/certailrly she walrted to reave trrat crt'rrp irrMaskinorgc ().unty. rlur a tr ip rikc ttris \v;rs
beyond anyone's irnagination !

cousin Marie wrote excitingry arrout trri.s'race asif it was paradise. Her brotrrers crairrr it t. rrc rrreplace to get rich. They saicJ trrere wo'rd be.j.trs arrrl
maybe even some free lancl.

I ler nrother pleaded frrr lrer to rvait alrd
lravel with the resl ol.tlre lirlrrily. Ilrrt slre
irrsisted so much on going with her
brottrers. She wasn't abou-t toiive up and
have everybocly call lrer cry_baby. .I.o

have to put up with all that jeerini ou.r.
tlre years \,vas enough. ,,l,tn'tret,et 

goittg
hack to thqt.', slre told lrerselfl Slre pi.t.ïup her sack and follorvecl Joey and
Claufurrr inlo the hot dellot liather

lrr lrcl rlr c:urr slrc cotrltl lreal tlrclrr
lauulrirrq. lalking alrrl lllavirrg ilr the
slrc:els Slrc r:orrlrl sec f lolrr lrer ltolrrc alarge chruc:lr at the errcl of the street
piercirrg the skv rvith its torvers Woulcl
.shc lrar.'e a Iarnif.y./ A lrorrre of her orvlr?
Woulcl she ever trad a lifb like thati) Dcr
drearns c()rlle true?

"(Sc//, ctitt,l .r,ou contittg,/,, her brother
Joey lrawked a.l her ,,1.(,1,..ç ga/ tlti.t .s.ltrff(rr'(t' /lt(r( h.l, lha tft,1t1t1.,,

.-.'l'lrcre he s()es, lrollcrirrg at lrer agai,,.
She aske<l lrel sef f asailr rvh.y lrad stre(:()rnc. She was sixtccn. t.ilb was a rut
back there. All tlrose kicls on one house.('olr.slant clrores to clo. Ma arrd pa alr.vays
hollering. 'l'his place has got to be berter
Arry place rvoulcl [re!

Last l\{orrday rrronring .she ancf her two
brothers, Joey ancJ Caulr.,,,r, boarded the
train in l-ouiseville. 'fheir pa drove thenr
there the day before after church. Staying
in that old clepot overnight at Louiseville
was enough make her want to go back
honre.

7i

BO l-con llclrcrt and l-ouisc$rigon
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LOT.|ISE FRIGON HEBETIT

Louise Frigon was born 1845 at

Maskinultge Counly, Louiscvillt:, -PQ,

Carada, the daughær of Jox:Ph atrtl

Mathilde Poulin Frigon.

[source of lnftnmation: IGI file of (ihurch rrf I-DSl

Thc picturc on the right of Louise
shows her in her youth; su it llray ltavc
been made in thr: erea of Bcaven'ille, IL
where she grew u1l and marrisl.

Thc colorod charcoal clrawing
shown on the lirst 1nges of this book
may have hæn drawn tioln rhis photo. A
smitt prinl. of thc original charcoal is on
a previous pgc 79.

lxtuisr: harl red hair, no freckles. a

beautiful skin and blue cyes. In her last
years of life, in the mornings, shc would
ôuicklv roll up her hair in a bun. All her
dtet.ei were 

- alikc - long tlrcsscs with
high ncck tops and long slq:ves. Slre was

always vcry neat.

{sorrrces of lnformation: 'fhcrcra St.lDcter \ilinlers,

Gcoevievc St.Pcrer Burtonl

Discrcpancy of Datcs of llcr ttirth end Arrival in fllinois

. Hcr. tombstone at f)amar, Kansils is carvcrl with

Census listed her as 34 years olcl, thus born irr 1845 cr
May. As already notul, thc IGI hle nrords her binhyear as 1845.

her

in
hirthdate of Ma)'

t 845 if thc Ccnsus

LOUISE FRIGON

{ I'troto: TÏeresr lilintcrs}

22, 1848. Thc 1880

was takcn bcforc

Acconling to the 1885 Census, I-ouisc -5O, catnc ttt the Ilnitod States l<r Illinois at 13 years
so tlre ,:arlicr date
u,ould bc itl 8-l t

of age or atxrut 1858-1861.
is favorcel. Thc l9O0 Ccnsus

Thc Friggns wcrc listtxl ()n tftc l860 lllingis (Jenstts;

shows tlurt l-orrisc c8tnc to tlrt: lJ.S. ilr 1856 (u'hich

ycars ofage). l'rom this'is $lirnâicd that th€ Frigons arrivcd between 1856-1858'

Another piece of tle prrzzle is o|ât tho younSesl brottcrs o[ l,ouisc, Helairc was bom in
1852 in Canada, and Athanas (ahio tnos'n a,s I)èmis?) was horn in 1855 in lllinois. Their fathcr

t"r*I"""t land one half mile no h of Martinton on Jantnry 2'1, 1855- Thus thc yrzr 1855 is uscd

for the Frig<n's arrival to lllinois.

Ovcr Tbc Lelc
Her husbgnd ro bc, L:on llcbctt ha(l imntigrated t(t the U'S' io Beavtr-lro<1uois County'

wittr his family sbout 1852-1856, probabty in 1856. ',l'lro llclx.:rts wcrc fr')nr st' llrtrcnt, wlrich

a nrrrthweslcm scctioo of MontrEal.

çilme froln Batiscan, Louiscville County, which is (â$t of Montrcal on

Some l'amilies migrattxl '()vcr tlrc lakc' when they camc to Kankak,:e

IL
is

the St.
and

The Frigons
Lawrçnce River.
Bourbonnais.

$*,

Loon llcbcrt end l-ouirc Frigon



Ilebcrt dit l;tt'osc- l'

TTre Ilelrcrt, frigon, St. I'eler, Morirr

frle'ÛTaMII.LL'
t'igttt t St . I'c [c: l' - Mot'it t

nrrtl .$<'ttt:.sttc l'ttlttilic.q ()r'i.girrnlly flolrr

Sc ttcsitc

I )n tttn r, Kn rr.sn.ç [lSÂ
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(fbob: nite St fckr f,obcrllf

LOUISE FRIGON AND LION I IEI}EKT

]'I.If,IIT ANCI;S'I'RY
Tlc Ilcbcrt ancl l'rig,on l'arrrilies Sirtcc tlre t6(i0s irr North Âtttcrica

AND 'I'I IIIR DISCIINDAN'I'S
fire Ilebcrl, st. I,clcr, Mor.irr, sc'csRc nrrd I'rig,'. I'ar'ilies .f Dorrrar, KansRs tJSÂ

1660 - I 1)[)'l

Sistcr Vct'otticn Mnt'y Roy' CSJ

I'rrtrl islrc r'


